A Place By Me

(  Exodus 33:21)
Introduction:

Several years ago, I remember reading this particular passage of scripture that meant something to me that it may not mean to someone else.  You see, I was at a low point in my ministry.  It was nothing that I had done or hadn’t done, but God put me in a “place” spiritually that I didn’t know how to get out of at the time.  I was working in a church, at a radio station, in a Christian school, all occupations associated with the ministry yet I didn’t have a peace.  Things went from bad to worse and God finally delivered us out of that particular “place”.  Without the testing at that time, I would have never been the person that I am today.  God puts us in different places or allows us to experience certain situations that may seem dark and dim but in the long run, it is for your good.  (Romans 8:28)

I. The Place of Disappointment

A. God says in His word that the road is not always going to be easy, but he did promise to hold our hand each step of the way.  God promises us in his word that the mountains are still gonna be hard to conquer but He will give us strength to climb.

B. I probably can’t imagine some the of the decisions and circumstances that you are faced with, but I do know that in a place of disappointment, a place where you feel you can’t go any lower, that is the place where God will be able to use you.

C. When you can’t depend on yourself anymore, God is ready for you to depend on Him.
II. The Place of Learning

A. If you have been in our Sunday School classes for any period of time, or in our training union, you will find yourself learning some basic Bible principles that you probably didn’t even know that you were learning.
B. It is my job to instill in you, principles and habits based out of the Word of God.  If you are not learning, I am not doing my job.  We have talked a few moments ago about habits, and what R.O.C.K. Solid was originally intended for.  If you don’t hear anything else tonight, listen to me on this, I am here to help you!!  This may surprise you, but when I moved here seven months ago, I didn’t move to make friends but to do God’s will.  I knew that God would bless me with friends, but that wasn’t my intention, my intention is to help you reach the place where you are to your fullest potential spiritually.
C. Even in the NT, Jesus was learning.  He was learning from the prophet’s doing what?  His Father’s business.  We need to learn what it is that our Father wants us to take care of.  In II Timothy 2:15, Paul talks about a student and also gives a command to study the word.  When we study the word, we can apply it to our lives.
III. The Place of Security
A. As we read in our text tonight, I want to continue sharing what God showed me several years ago concerning this scripture.  Moses was given the task to build the tabernacle.  And by the way, God knew that Moses could do it or He would have never asked him.  If God asks you to do something and you know in your heart that it may be a difficult task, remember that God isn’t going to give you more than you are able to bear and He’s not going to expect you to complete the task without his assistance.

B. …Upon a rock. You see that’s the place where the Lord wants us to be, He wants us to be standing upon the rock.  In Psalm 18:2  tells us that the Lord is my rock.  Tonight if your rock is something else, if you trust in popularity as your rock, you are bound for that place of disappointment.  Until you surrender to the Rock as first place in your life, you will never be able to leave the place of disappointment.

C. A Place by Me  This is the phrase that really changed my ministry.  No matter how much we have done to dishonor God, no matter how cruel we have been to God’s children and the things of God, if you accept Him as your personal Savior, there is a place by Him tonight.  
D. Psalm 91:1 explains it pretty clear.  He is our refuge, our fortress, all of these are nouns that talk about our Lord being that “tower of power”.  He is a strong and might fortress, I don’t know about you, but that is where I am going to put my faith, hope and trust at.
IV. The Place of Forgiveness
A. Romans 3:23 reminds us that all have sinned and have come short of the glory of God.  Let’s look at the next verse in this passage.  “being justified freely”  Everything that Jesus paid on the cross of Calvary was paid freely. 
B.  The work that He did on the cross, He did for you and me.  With that being said, we look at the word “justified” and we break that down as “Just If I’d Never Sinned”.  

C. To make a complicated application simple, let’s look at it this way.  God sent His son not to condemn the world but that the world through Him might be saved.  God forgives sin, if and only if that sin is repented of.  No matter what you’ve done or how long you may have been in sin, you may even feel that God can’t save some one like you because maybe you have been going along with the flow, maybe playing church ‘cause mom and dad are faithful.  Listen, we are going to talk about five places tonight but until you have been to the place of forgiveness, there is no use than going to any of the other four places.  Think about it tonight, have you repented of that sin, do you know for sure that you’re saved?  Are you into things that children of God have no business being a part of?

V. The Place of Humbleness
A. This passage is speaking about the glory being a representation of God. The Lord Jesus said that when He comes the second time, there would be the sign of the Son of man in heaven. Matthew 24:30 states: “And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” I think that sign is the shekinah glory spoken of in Exodus 33:21–23. When Christ took upon Himself human flesh, the glory was not there. He took a humble place and put aside His glory, but He was still God. That is why He could say, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.
B. As I think about the spirit of humbleness, I am reminded that we as Christians are to follow the example established by our creator.  If we try to follow His footsteps in every way, shape, and form, we must realize that He came to the place of humbleness.  The cross of Calvary and what He endured that day is a perfect example of humbleness.
C. We have talked about 5 different “places” tonight.  You know in your heart which place you long to be in.  What are you going to do to get to that place?  I normally don’t give invitations after Bible Study, but tonight, I am burdened.  For some reason, God has been giving me this message since last week, there is a reason that He led me in this direction.  

Conclusion:

What place are you in tonight?  Are you like Moses was, discouraged, disappointed, beseeching and pleading with God to show up one more time?  Now is the time to draw near to Him, the Bible says that if we will do this one thing, He will draw nigh unto us.  I can’t think of a better place to be than by the Lord Jesus Christ.  How about you today?
