“What Every Teenager Should Know About Their Youth Pastor”

Introduction


Youth pastors are like pets- everyone should have one. The problem is, youth pastors are a commonly misunderstood species.  In fact, did you know that the average length of time that a youth pastor stays in one ministry is about 18 months?!?!?!?!  That is a sad statistic.  So, in this message, I want to help you to better understand your youth pastor so that you can be an encouragement to him.

I. Information
A. The youth pastor is a leader. (Hebrews 13:17- “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.”)

1. God has given the youth pastor the responsibility to lead the teens in the “paths of righteousness”.

2. God will hold the youth pastor responsible for his leadership- what he teaches, the example he sets, etc.

B. The youth pastor is a friend. (Proverbs 17:17- “A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.”) (Proverbs 27:5-6 – “5Open rebuke is better than secret love. 6Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.”)

1. Many youth pastors don’t think they can be a teen’s friend because it undermines their authority as a leader.  This can happen if it’s approached the wrong way. (i.e. a “buddy-buddy” relationship)

2. The right way for a youth pastor to be the teens’ friend:

a. Love the teens. (I John 4:7- “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.”)

b. Be honest with the teens.  A true friend will not sugarcoat the truth.

C. The youth pastor is a source of protection for the teen. (Hebrews 13:17- “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.”)

1. Again, the youth pastor is supposed to lead the teens the way God tells him to.

2. If the teens follow the Biblical leading of the youth pastor, then 2 things happen:

a. They can avoid some traps of Satan.

b. When Satan tries to attack the teen, he has to go through the youth pastor first.
II. Expectation
A. I expect to have a good time. 

1.  I believe that over the past several months, everything we have done, everywhere that we have gone, we have had a good time.  There is a fine line between having fun in ministry and just plain ole having fun with no purpose.  I feel that we have managed to stay on the ministry side of that line.

B. I expect you to be here.  

1. I am sure that some of you have heard that I am looking for you on Sunday nights.  They are just as important as any other meeting.  I believe that somewhere along the way, Sunday nights have not been focused on as much.  We do more on Sun. nights in terms of Bible Study and Youth Choir than we do any other night of the week.  I am glad that we have 13-15 kids do everything with us, but I expect to see 13-15 on Sun. nights.

C. I expect you to be an example

1. to others students in the church who have not been active in this ministry up to this point.

2. Immediately, I can think of about 7 or 8 youth that should be a part of this ministry.  If you show them who we are by your character and your actions, and your invitation, they may come see for theirselves what it is that we do.

D. I expect you to be attentive

1. we have a time of fellowship at the beginning of every meeting.  When I am up here telling you what the word of God says, I expect you to be willing to listen.  I will finish a little earlier from now on so that you can have some time at the end to “hang out” if you give me my time to share the word with you.
III. Reaction
A. Respect him. (Hebrews 13:17- “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.”)

1. This should be given to any authority figure.

2. You will not always like what he says, but always give him the benefit of the doubt.

B. Love him. (I John 4:7- “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.”)

C. Pray for him. (I Thessalonians 5:17- “Pray without ceasing.”)

Conclusion

Always remember that your youth pastor is there for YOU.  He wants to help you and see the Lord bless you.  Keep this in mind, and your relationship with your youth pastor will be a good one.

